PREHISTORIC  HUMAN  REMAINS 
FROM  THE  PALEOLITHIC  CAVES 
OF  MOUNT  CARMEL,  PALESTINE. 


Exhibited  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 

of  England. 


Tuesday,  July  31st,  1934. 


1 


*r. 


PREHISTORIC  HUMAN  REMAINS  FROM  THE 
PALAEOLITHIC  CAVES  OF  MT.  CARMEL. 


A  portion  of  the  unique  collection  of  fossil  human  material 
from  the  Palaeolithic  caves  of  Mt.  Carmel,  Palestine,  is 
displayed  here.  These  interesting  remains  were  discovered 
by  the  Joint  Expedition  of  the  British  School  of  Archaeology 
in  Jerusalem  and  the  American  School  of  Prehistoric  Research 
directed  by  Miss  Dorothy  A.  E.  Garrod  of  Newnham  College, 
Cambridge.  Human  remains  have  come  to  light  from  nearly 
all  phases  of  the  Palestinian  prehistoric  sequence  during 
the  course  of  the  seven  years  of  excavations  (1928-34)  at  the 
Valley  of  the  Caves  (Wady  Mughara),  fifteen  miles  south 
of  Haifa.  The  most  abundant  material  has  come  from  the 
Mousterian  and  the  Natufian  periods,  the  middle  and  the 
very  late  Palaeolithic  respectively. 

The  Spring  of  1932  was  the  high  point  in  regard  to  this 
aspect  of  the  work.  In  the  Cave  of  the  Kids  Mr.  T.  D.  McCown 
(Acting  Director)  revealed  a  true  prehistoric  cemetery  which 
yielded  the  remains  of  eight  individuals  of  the  Palestinian 
Mousterian  period.  The  discovery  of  the  nearly  complete 
skeleton  and  cranium  of  an  infant  in  the  same  deposits  in 
1931  had  shown  clearly  that  fossil  man  might  be  expected,  but 
the  addition  of  at  least  two  complete  adult  skeletons  and  the 
fragmentary  remains  of  several  others  was  of  the  utmost 
importance.  One  of  these  skeletons  (Number  IV — on  view 
in  the  basement)  is  the  most  complete  fossil  human  known 
from  this  period.  In  the  Autumn  of  1932  Miss  Garrod 
recovered  the  virtually  complete  skeleton,  jaw  and  cranium 
of  a  woman  from  the  corresponding  Mousterian  layers  of  the 
Oven  Cave  and  from  the  same  stratum  a  remarkable  massive 
male  mandible. 

The  skeletons  from  the  Cave  of  the  Kids  were  removed 
en  bloc  and  shipped  to  London.  They  are  being  developed 
through  the  co-operation  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
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and  the  American  School  of  Prehistoric  Research.  Sir  Arthur 
Keith,  F.R.C.S.,  F.R.S.,  and  Mr.  McCown  (Johnson  Fellow 
in  Anthropology,  University  of  California)  are  jointly  carrying 
out  the  preparation  and  description  of  the  remains.  The 
nature  of  the  breccia  in  which  the  bones  are  embedded  is 
such  that  the  only  feasible  way  of  recovering  and  removing 
the  bone  is  to  chisel  away  what  is  actually  a  form  of  secondary 
limestone.  This  is  done  with  the  aid  of  an  electro-pneumatic 
chisel  used  in  general  clearing  around  the  bone,  while  the 
finer  work  is  done  by  hand  with  delicate  chisels  fashioned 
from  dental  tools.  Supplementary  to  this  is  the  use  of  an 
electric  dental  drill.  Miss  Margot  Collett  will  demonstrate 
some  aspects  of  the  cleaning  processes. 

A  complete  record  has  been  kept  of  the  appearance  of  the 
skeletons  by  scale  drawings,  photographs,  and,  in  addition, 
models  of  the  most  complete  skeletons  have  been  constructed. 
Two  plaster  casts  of  these  are  on  view  with  the  other  material 
in  Room  IV  of  the  Museum,  while  a  later  original  Clay  model 
of  Skeleton  IV  may  be  seen  in  the  basement*  These  have 
been  made  by  Miss  Kathleen  Parbury  based  on  the  scale 
drawings  and  checked  directly  from  the  originals  with  careful 
measurements.  They  represent  exactly  the  original  material 
at  half  size. 

It  is  premature  at  the  present  time  to  attempt  to  give 
a  definite  answer  as  to  the  precise  morphology  of  these 
remains  or  of  their  genetic  relationship  to  contemporary 
or  later  fossil  man  or  to  modern  man.  As  has  been  suggested 
previously  (i)  these  ancient  Palestinians  are  related  to  the 
Neanderthal  type  of  man,  but  at  the  same  time  they  possess 
anatomical  characteristics  which  are  suggestive  of  modern 
or  Neanthropic  varieties  of  man.  The  material  has  been 
arranged  and  exhibited  so  that  the  members  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Congress  of  Anthropological  and  Ethnological 
Sciences  may  form  some  estimate  of  the  importance  and  the 
nature  of  these  discoveries. 
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The  Natufian  people  are  clearly  specimens  of  the  modern 
type  of  man.  They  belong  to  the  end  of  the  Palaeolithic 
sequence  as  it  is  found  in  Palestine  (2).  The  burials  were 
frequently  decorated,  and  some  of  the  skulls  with  the  remnants 
of  dent  alia  head-dresses  are  on  view.  The  greater  part  of 
this  Natufian  skeletal  material  is  awaiting  development 
and  study.  The  primary  effort  is  necessarily  restricted  to 
the  Mousterian  material,  but  it  is  hoped  before  long  to  proceed 
with  the  Natufian  remains. 

(1)  Bulletins  9  and  10,  The  American  School  of  Prehistoric  Research, 

Old  Lyme,  Conn. 

Proceedings  of  the  Int.  Congress  of  Prehistoric  and  Protohistoric 
Sciences,  London,  1932. 

(2)  Bulletins,  7,  8,  9,  10,  The  American  School  of  Prehistoric  Research, 

Old  Lyme,  Conn. 

Journal  of  the  Royal  Anthropological  Institute,  lxii.,  July-December 
1932. 

‘  Antiquity,’  June  1934. 

Keith,  ‘  New  Discoveries  relating  to  the  Antiquity  of  Man,’  Williams 
and  Norgate,  London,  1931. 
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